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Instruction

Graduation Requirements 
Unless otherwise exempted, each student must successfully accomplish the following in order to graduate from high school:

1. Complete all District graduation requirements as listed in the Student Handbook that are in addition to the State requirements. 

2. Completing all courses as provided in the School Code, 105 ILCS 5/27-22.  

3. Complete all minimum requirements for graduation as specified by Illinois State Board of Education rule, 23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.440.

4. Pass an examination on patriotism and principles of representative government, proper use of the flag, methods of voting, and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
5. Participating in State assessments that are required for graduation by the School Code, 105 ILCS 5/2-3.64a-5, unless the student is exempt. 
The Superintendent or designee is responsible for:  
1. Maintaining a description of all course offerings that comply with the above graduation requirements, 
2. Notifying students and their parents/guardians of graduation requirements, 
3. Developing the criteria for determining when a student accomplishes number 4 above, 
4. Complying with State law requirements for students who transfer during their senior year because their parent(s)/guardian(s) are on active military duty, this includes making reasonable adjustments to ensure graduation if possible, or efforts to ensure that the original (transferor) school district issues the student a diploma, and 
5. Taking all other actions to implement this policy. The class of 2009 and beyond are required to earn 27 credits.  This is outlined in the student handbook.
Credit/Course Requirements

Credits for Graduation

· •
Twenty-seven credits for the Class of 2009 and those to follow.

High School Courses- REQUIRED Pre requisites are in parentheses 

English - (5 minimum)

I, II*, III*---Required

Speech---Required

Electives: English IV, Journalism

* Writing Intensive courses
Math - (3 minimum)

Algebra I- Required

Geometry (Required)

Algebra Il- Required

Electives: Pre-Calculus and Calculus (offered at Dongola Schools for High School and College Credit with SCC)

Science - (3 minimum)

Biology 1, Biology 11 ( Earth/Physical Science) Required

Electives: Chemistry, Physics, Botany, Anatomy/Physiology. PSAA. Ag Science

Social Science - (5minimum)

Work Keys/PSAE Prep ½ credit-Required 

Ag Business Management - 1 credit 

Civics - 1 credit-Required

U.S. History - 1 credit-Required 

Careers ½ credit- Required

Geography - 1 credit

Electives: Eastern Civilization/Western Civilization - 1 Credit

Driver Education - ½ Credit-Required 

Health - ½ Credit-Required 

PE - 3 Credits-Required 

Keyboarding/Computer Concepts - 1 Credit 

Fine Arts, Vocational - 1 Credit

Advisory: Credit will be awarded as follows: .25 or ¼ credit per year toward a full 1-year credit over the 4-(9-12) High School Years. Each student will be required to write a 150-200-word essay about some aspect of a particular character trait studied during each quarter. (4 Quarters=4 Papers)

Personal Enrichment: Credit will be awarded as follows: .25 or ¼ credit per year toward a full l-year credit over the 4-(9-12) High School years. Each individual instructor will determine tasks, assignments and projects. Students will sign up for a different enrichment class at the beginning of each quarter and must complete it in order to obtain credit.

Absence wand tardiness in Advisory and Enrichment periods will be treated the same as they are for all other classes. Grades will be issued in conjunction with the school grading scale.

Enrollment in Driver Education

Only high school students who have received a passing grade in at least 4 courses during the previous school year will be allowed to enroll in Driver Education. Grade appropriate students will be given first consideration. This includes classroom instruction and behind the wheel. Class size is limited to 30. Students enrolled in Driver's Ed must sign a Random Drug and Alcohol Testing Consent Form. If form is not signed by student and parent, he/she will be only enrolled in the instructional portion of the class and not be permitted to drive.

Physical Education Requirements:

All students are expected to participate in P.E. on a regular basis. Students in grades 7-12 will not be allowed to participate unless they change into their P.E. clothes, any student who accumulates 6 unexcused non-dress days will automatically fail the quarter. A doctor's excuse MUST be obtained for prolonged illness or injury. The doctor's excuse must state either the length of time the student is to be excused or the date when the student may return to P.E. participation. Students who need to be excused for the reasons of illness (3 consecutive days max.) must bring a note from their parent/guardian.

Dress requirements - gym shoes, T-shirt, shorts. (No jean shorts) or sweat pants.

*** STUDENTS WHO FAIL P.E. OR DO NOT DRESS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO PARTICPATE IN EXTRA-CURRUCULAR ATHLETICS.

Study Halls: Study halls are like all other classes as far as attendance, behavior etc. are concerned. Students are to use study halls to do their homework and/or other quiet activities. The environment in the study hall is to be one that is conductive to studying. In other words, students should bring any or all books that they need as to not interrupt others. Card playing is not allowed during study halls.

Electives: - (Pre-requisites are in parenthesis)

Accounting I, II




Introduction to Agriculture

AG - Basic Science



Art, Beginning, Intermediate, Adv.

Band/Jr., & HS




Chorus

Chemistry




Horticulture-Landscaping & Turf.

Information Processing 1(Keyboarding)

Information Processing II (Info I)
Physics (Algebra II)



Journalism
Pre-Calculus (Geometry)


Introduction to Business
Anatomy & Physiology



Ag Mechanics and Technology
Teacher's Aide ½ Credit



Yearbook
Web Page Design



Office Aid 1 Credit for year







Eastern/Western Civilization
Tamm's Vocational School: Health Occupation, Auto Mechanics and Auto Body (3 credits)

Adding/Removing Classes From Schedule

· Any student may have only one study hall except in unusual circumstances and with administrative approval.

· Students, who wish to add a class after the first two weeks of school, must have teacher, parent and administrative approval.

· Seniors cannot drop a required class.

Classification of Students

Freshmen
All first year students

Sophomores
All second year students who have earned a minimum of seven (7) credits.

Juniors

All students in their third year, who have earned a minimum of fourteen (14) credits.

Seniors
All students in their fourth year, who have earned a minimum of twenty-one (21) credits wand who will graduate, provided they successfully complete the work for the current school year.

AWARDING CREDIT IN HIGH SCHOOL

Students are awarded credit for successful completion of courses. ½ credit is awarded for each passed semester. High school students who fail during the school year must repeat the failed semester(s) in order to get credit. Shawnee Community College offers a summer school for students. It is based on the class standing (senior, junior, etc.) SCC also offers classes during the school year. Several other options are available. See the guidance counselor if further information is needed.

Grades/Grading Scales
When a student fails to complete an assignment, it will result in an automatic Saturday school until the assignment is completed. Refusal to complete the work in Saturday school will result in an office referral.

	Numeric Grade
	Letter Grade
	4 0 Scale
	4.0 Weighted Scale

	92-100%
	A
	4.0
	5.0

	90-91%
	A-
	3.7
	4.7

	88-89%
	B+
	3.3
	4.3

	82-87%
	B
	3.0
	4.0

	80-81%
	B-
	2.7
	3.7

	78-79%
	C+
	2.3
	3.3

	72-77%
	C
	2.0
	3.0

	70-71%
	C-
	1.7
	2.7

	68-69%
	D+
	1.3
	2.3

	62-67%
	D
	1.0
	2.0

	60-61%
	D-
	1.0
	2.0

	59% or below
	F
	0
	0


Weighted Classes/Grades
The following classes will be weighted for the purposes of GPA: Chemistry, Physics and Pre-Calculus. In addition to the above high school classes, the following list of 100 level college classes or above will be weighted: Biology, Algebra, Modern Fiction, English, .Journalism, Publications, Calculus, Psychology, Sociology, Astronomy, Anatomy, Chemistry and Physics.

College Students

Students attending SCC during Jr./Sr. year must take 2 classes per semester. College students are responsible for submission of grades to guidance counselor for proper crediting. All students attending college must take a minimum of 2 classes or 6 credit hours per semester.

A student may petition any course not on this list to a board appointed for approval/disapproval. Final action on approval/disapproval will be taken by the Board of Education. These weighted courses will not include Humanities electives, fine Arts electives, or Economic/Resource Management classes. The principal or superintendent, before enrollment, must approve all courses taken for dual credit or weighted credit. All students must meet the college requirements for taking dual credit courses.

High School Valedictorian/Salutatorian

The Valedictorian/Salutatorian will be determined based on overall GPA for all high school coursework.

Jr. High School Valedictorian/Salutatorian

The Valedictorian/Salutatorian will be determined based on overall GPA for all Jr. High School coursework.
Early Graduation 

The Superintendent or designee shall implement procedures for students to graduate early, provided they meet all graduation requirements.

Certificate of Completion 

A student with a disability who has an Individualized Education Program prescribing special education, transition planning, transition services, or related services beyond the student’s 4 years of high school, qualifies for a certificate of completion after the student has completed 4 years of high school.  The student is encouraged to participate in the graduation ceremony of his or her high school graduation class. The Superintendent or designee shall provide timely written notice of this requirement to children with disabilities and their parents/guardians.

Veterans of World War II, the Korean Conflict, or the Vietnam Conflict 

Upon application, an honorably discharged veteran of World War II, the Korean Conflict, or the Vietnam Conflict will be awarded a diploma, provided that he or she:  (1) resided within an area currently within the District at the time he or she left high school, (2) left high school before graduating in order to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces, and (3) has not received a high school diploma .
LEGAL REF.:
105 ILCS 5/2-3.64a-5, 5/22-27, 5/27-3, 5/27-22, 5/27-22.10, and 70/.

23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.440.

CROSS REF.:
6:30 (Organization of Instruction), 6:320 (High School Credit for Proficiency), 7:50 (School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools)
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